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Summary of Chulas Fronteras
The documentary “Chulas Fronteras” by Strachwitz Blank  (1976), reveals the Chicano experience in their lives and the music of the Norteno musicians in Texan – Mexican borders like Jimenez Flaco and Lydia Mendoza.  Notably, the documentary consists of pictures about the roots of music. According to this documentary, music is seen as a form of social protest against racism and oppression. The music instruments used in all these music are traditional and thus reveals the culture of music between the Texas and Mexico border. For example, in the 50th wedding of Guadalupe, the performers used different musical instruments for different occasions. The video also demonstrates how Hispanic-American cultures thrive despite the harsh environment, and music was passed from one generation to another. It features live performances and interviews of La Familia, Leo Garza, Willie Lopez and Chaveala Ortiz.
The documentary focuses on family and social relationships between Mexican –American culture that is influenced by Tex-Mex music. Most of the songs in this film were performed in clubs anniversaries, parties' birthday, and holiday celebrations (Strachwitz, 1976). The musicians depicted their hardships in cotton farms and their hope to leave for other suitable places like Louisiana. Notably, both Norteno and Tex –Mex music used similar instruments such as guitars and dancing styles.  Additionally, both music featured small groups of people and had narrative lyrics with danceable instrumentals. Tex –Mex music had its origins on the border of Texas and Mexico. The majority of songs depicted dysfunctional love, for example, Lydia Mendoza, like "Malhombre". 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tex –Mex Music, just like other ethical musical genres of that period, was all about the labor of love, fame and financial rewards. The director of this documentary included diverse styles of music such as didactic, heavily narrated, and those with rigid structures. Blank also uses film techniques like live performances, live recordings, all showing countryside of Texas, migrant workers in cotton fields and other social situations.  Therefore, sections of this documentary resemble that of traditional, interview-based and tone poem. The music demonstrates the pride of Mexicans after getting American citizenship through the song "Mexico-Americano" to celebrate dual citizenship (Strachwitz, 1976). Texas –Mexico music is both informal and informative that reflects two cultural heritage of the creators and consumers. The origins of this music show the lives of Mexico on the Southern border of the United States and themes of love, cotton laborers, and dominates throughout the songs.
According to this documentary, one of the primary differences between the ancient Chulas Fronteras and current music from the same region is dancing styles and musical instruments.  The old music of Tex-Mex used instruments like guitars and had narrative lyrics. However, the current music is played using violins and bass guitar, which is quite different from the ancient ones. Additionally, most Mexican–American songs had various themes like drug smuggling, although the issue of immigration is dominated in both pieces of music.
Summing up, the documentary "Chulas Fronteras" comprises four significant sections. First, the introduction of the border between Texas and Mexico. Second two main artists Mendoza and Martinez. Third the difficult life of Mexican immigrants working in cotton farms and their desires to move to parts of Louisiana.  Lastly, recordings and interviews of artists and motive to sing and the significance of the border ties. Most of the songs in this film were performed in clubs anniversaries, parties' birthday, and holiday celebrations. One of the main differences between the ancient Chulas Fronteras and current music from the same region is dancing styles and musical instruments.
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